Case Study

Razorback’s house of straw

In Octobier 2011, wolunteers locked L assist Liz and Tim G

uld put up and render

the straw bale walls for thelr house on Razorbeck Ridge, between Ca

Picton in New South \Wa

The couple had moved thelr family fre

for a tree chhange, and rentext while they oo

property marked. After a di

cartening search for o house with sustainable festures,

uild 2 new hame. They found five acres on Razorback and work on

they decided to
the project commenced.

Whenthey D

van, Lizamd Tim didn't know exactly what they were looking

am ancd Simone ol Viva Homes (www.vivahomes.

but this changed when they me

gom.aul. Walking away from Sam i Simone's straw hale . e couple

knew Immediately that the natural feel and solidity of the straw bale and earth-

renderexi ruction was exactly what they had been looking for. While Tim had

owner built services and sheds on the property befure, he and Liz decidend 1o use

professionals for the mair

Draft plans were drawn up and handed to Jumie Brennan of $ix 8 Des

11ld the house, Liz and Tim sclected

finalise and tarm into a buiklable reality
Frank T’

volunieer workshop model for all of his p

Straw Bale Construction whi uses i

of Yesterday, Today, Tomars

oS (www.strawtac.com.aul. 11e advis

Tim and Liz to Mind & good carpenter and said he would look aft

of Benayla Constructions

repairing and rebuilding structures usis al tochnicues a1 & nearby tarm, he

was able to prepare the frame for the s p without prot

Once the frame w lace, il W me 1o build the siraw bale wa lm and

srlised @ workshop for inter olunzeer their nbour in retun

Liz ad

for learning the technigues lrom Frank. The resp

tend people to s

lns Tim.,

s proximity ta Sydney, and numbers had to be capped at 20

partly doe 1o Rawor

or s participants per
e workshop strecched to six days: the first three and a hall days were lilled

with fitting the bales into the trame, and for the remitining U0 €

yed on 1o learn the art of rer ing. Liz was master caterer [or the troops, While

Tim manapexd 11 petween Mick, Frank, hocals, ©

lunteers and the A delivery of Hakes al ricw

sleaw is

nloaded

media. Timing wa umber of tasks, such as munni

T

& conduil for

foregro 4 are the lrames

electrical and data outlels wnong the bales once they were in p bus before the

they will 1. AF came studdy

¢ exreriar, while the clay for the phatas by Tim Gould

rendering was done, Lime render wis use

interlor render wurced trom the property. Tim says this Is somethi

absolutely love a OIS

Tim adds that with growlng demanc, e hopes Bales will be casier to source

from local buslnesses il he andd Liz had to source bales from Grithen, & f

davs after the warkshop he was in contact with [armers on the New South Wales

North Coast who bumn thousands of bales o STTIW

the local farme

appruached were unfortunately not used to packing

bales to the standard required. Bopefully this can improve over lime.”

Liz and Tim are extremely satisted with the autcomes of thelr straw bale

worksh 1 prople and, of

course, great progress wis made on the house they hope Lo move into carly this yesr.



Lae 2 8 STRAW RALE BUSDING

o
Wolurtuars work on instaling

B firas] Linywe 04 Bruius

*]

Once the straw bale walls

are compiet:

rendered with & lenw mixtare



